Teachers’ Name (you are the teacher) __XXXXXXXXXX______________________

Logistics

Student’s pseudonym_Cody_______________________  Grade Level___4th___

Dates of observation(s)/anecdotal notes_9/17, 10/8, 10/22_______

Dates of interview/written notes_9/17_____

Issues with access/limitations of your assessment:  One of the times I went to the school they had a fire drill, but I was able to reschedule.

Summative Report

Student Profile

Cody- 4th Grade
Part 1. KNOWLEDGE GAINED OF THE STUDENT

Cody’s Interests: Cody is interested in many different things. He loves anything concerned with soccer: playing, watching, the teams, and is passionate about the sport. I would be interested to see how his writing may change if soccer was used as the subject for his writing. This intrinsic motivation could possibly alleviate some of the difficulty Cody faces with writing. Other than soccer, Cody likes movies, books (particularly stories that have a mystery element to them), and he likes to play with his friends. I am not certain that these last subjects would be helpful in motivating Cody to write, but it might be helpful in choosing mentor texts to prompt the different elements of writing. This is where I could see his interests being most beneficial to helping him be engaged in learning the different traits of writing.

Cody’s Attitudes & Understandings towards Writing: Cody has a difficult time with writing; however, I do think he enjoys good writing. He is proud of the stories he can write and sees writing as the sharing of stories. For instance in his interview Cody said that he thought he was a good writer because people like his stories. He also stated that he likes when his teacher or mother reads his stories and his best experience in writing was when he was able to read his story to the class. Cody seems to have a positive attitude towards writing despite the fact that he struggles with getting his story onto paper.  Using the coding chart for the writing interview, I would place Cody at seeing writing as a product. When I asked him what he thought writing was he said it was to find information. I might argue that perhaps he is beginning to understand writing as a process, however, he was very confused by the question and it is my impression that he did not understand what I was asking him. I could not find a good way to re-word the question without perhaps giving away the answer. Also having worked with Cody I know that he tends to simply write what the teacher or other students say, rather than think for himself. Or, he tries to write an answer that will make teachers happy over his own opinions. I did make it very clear that his answers would not be graded and there was no wrong answer. When I asked him what he thought made a written piece good he said that “it has a lot of information and that the story is interesting.” I would say the same thing here that Cody was slightly confused by this question. Then later on in the interview (as I stated above), Cody seemed to focus on writing as the story and that a story is good when it has approval from friends, classmates, teachers, and family.
Cody’s Strengths:. He can write in sentences and starts them with capital letters. He ends all of his sentences with periods. There are moments that I feel he gets excited about and there is an inkling of something meaty there in the writing. When Cody was developing an idea about his story with his friend, I could tell that he probably had a lot more to say and was simply stuck at the strategies needed to get it on paper. Cody has a great base to work upon. It is not hard to motivate him if he is interested in the topic. Cody is bilingual in both English and Spanish, which might affect his confidence.  I see this as a huge strength, if tapped and praised. If used in the right way it could possibly open up the 6+1 traits for him in a way that can strengthen his writing! 
Cody’s Areas for Growth:  Cody’s overall score on the 6+1 traits rests somewhere on the 1.5 to 2 range. As a disclaimer I have not seen any of his work taken through the entire writing process with time spent modeling and scaffolding each one. The experiences I have had with Cody and the observations I have made greatly exemplify his struggles with writing. He has a very hard time developing an idea and expounding upon that idea. For the lesson I did with Cody, we spent a lot of time in the pre-writing process and though his product is just a rough draft, the amount of time we spent before should have yielded something more in depth. We read a story about friends, discussed the story in depth, completed a story web about friends, then went to specifics and I had him fill out a five Ws sheet. Once he had a big list of who, what, where, when, why we had him circle one from each section to choose to write a story about. His story became four lines comprised of two sentences. From there it was extremely difficult to have Cody describe more about the event. I had him close his eyes and imagine the day and a couple more sentences came out. This process continued one sentence at a time until someone said. “Cody, is Miss Caitlin going to be in your head on the ISATS? No? Well then you have to write for yourself.” It was what motivated him to write the current draft that was graded. I found it interesting that that Cody’s motivation came from a peer somewhat chiding him, yet it got him to write. It is clear to me that Cody falls between a score of 1 to 2 on all of the traits, except Conventions, for which he scores a 3, since he tends to focus on them more than anything, perhaps because that’s the easiest thing to notice and correct.
Part 2. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR WRITING INSTRUCTION

Recommendations for Instruction Based on Assessments: Cody is in need of exposure to much more practice with writing. I am hopeful and positive that if he had explicit instruction and modeling as we have been experiencing in class, he could greatly improve. I am also concerned as I think he is at a critical age for improvement. He still demonstrates a positive attitude towards writing that could be used to our advantage in helping him to not only become a strong writer but to enjoy the process as well. I would stress the importance of excessive amounts of modeling and direct instruction in all of the traits. He really needs the opportunity to have someone work directly with him through the entire writing process. I would see this as a one on one component as I fear he kind of gets lost in the classroom; I also think he lacks confidence.  He is a great kid who is quiet and as he does not cause problems it is my guess he just flies underneath the radar. Cody is fluent in both Spanish and English and I think this could be a perfect opportunity to help him flourish in the traits of voice and ideas. In the interview, he expressed pleasure when sharing his writing.  He may need more opportunities for sharing in order to elevate his motivation a bit more.  I see Cody at a key moment where if he received explicit instruction he enjoyed, he could really flourish. On the contrary, if he continues to fly under the radar, he could become just another student passing through grades and missing opportunities for growth. 
